Iatrogenic facial nerve injury during otologic surgery.
Perhaps the most devastating complication in otologic surgery is that of inadvertent injury to the facial nerve. A review of 22 patients who had sustained an iatrogenic facial nerve injury was conducted. Although the most common procedure being performed during the injury was mastoidectomy (55%), a surprising number of patients had injury during tympanoplasty (14%) or during removal of exostoses (14%). The most common area of injury to the facial nerve in this series was in the tympanic segment. In 79% of the patients, the facial nerve injury was not detected at the time of surgery. All patients underwent surgical exploration of the facial nerve. Otologic surgeons are cautioned to be familiar with the normal course of the facial nerve and to be aware of the potential for facial nerve injury when performing transcanal surgery.